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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27-38, 40-49, 54-65, and 67-76 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 27 and 54 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 27 line 14 recites " the recipient of the telephone call" which is unclear if this 
recipient refers to 'a detected recipient' in line 8 or 'a recipient' in line 13 as it appears there are 
multiple recipients. 

Claim 54 line 1 5 recites " the detected recipient of the telephone call" which is unclear if 
this recipient refers to 'a detected recipient' in line 9 or 'a recipient' in line 14 as it appears there 
are multiple recipients. Appropriate clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claims 27 and 54 lines 6-8 recites the two phrases " as well as delivery parameters" 
and " and delivery instructions" which are unclear and confusing if they refer to line 2 or line 5. 

It is not known if the phrase as well as delivery parameters ' relates to line 2 of 
'enabling the subscriber to subscribed to' or if it relates to line 5 of 'enabling the subscriber to 
specify preferences'. 

It is not known if the ' and delivery instructions ' relates to line 2 of 'enabling the 
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subscriber to subscribed to' or if it relates to line 5 of 'enabling the subscriber to specify 
preferences'. 

There are multiple limitations within lines 3-8 that should be separated by semicolons and proper 
usage of 'and' to avoid the run-on confusion and make the claimed limitations clear. 
Appropriate clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claims 27 and 54 lines 15-16 recites ". . .telephone call detected by the detection means 
and the delivery instructions" which does not define 'the delivery instructions' detects the 
telephone call. Appropriate clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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5. Claims 27-38, 40-49, 54-65, and 67-76 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Surace et al., Patent #6,144,938 in view of Cox et al, Patent #5,873,032. 

Regarding claims 27 and 54, Surace teaches a system and method for providing service 
output information to a subscriber of a service, comprising: 

service subscription means for enabling at least one subscriber to subscribe to the at least one 
service that can output personalized information(col.l6 lines 23-29) and for enabling the at least 
one subscriber to specify preferences for the content and presentation of service output 
information(col.l6 lines 40-53), as well as delivery parameters for receiving service output 
information, the delivery parameters including at least one device to which service output 
information is to be delivered and delivery instructions based on a detected recipient(col.l6 lines 
1-15); 

service processing means for processing the least one service to generate service output 
information personalized for the at least one subscriber(col.l6 lines 40-53); 

Surace does not expressly disclose initiating an outbound telephone call; detection means 
for detecting a recipient of the telephone call; and 

delivery means for delivering service output information based on the detected recipient of the 
telephone call and the delivery instructions. 

In a related field of endeavor, Cox discloses means for initiating an outbound telephone 
call(col.l6 lines 30-32); detection means for detecting a recipient of the telephone call(col.l6 
lines 26-44); and delivery means for delivering service output information based on the detected 
recipient of the telephone call and the delivery instructions(col.l6 lines 26-64). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
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skill in the art to modify Surace to include the outbound calling capabilities of Cox. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so as this would allow Surace 's system 
more flexibility and functionality to include the old and well known capabilities of outbound 
dialing as taught by Cox. 

Regarding claims 28 and 55, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the at least one service is processed when a delivery condition has 
been met(Cox col.l 1 lines 24-56). 

Regarding claims 29 and 56, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 28 and 55, wherein the delivery condition comprises at least one of a predetermined 
schedule, or a triggering event(Cox col. 1 1 lines 24-56). 

Regarding claims 30 and 57, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 28 and 55, wherein the delivery condition is specified by at least one of a subscriber, or an 
administrator(Cox col.l 1 lines 24-56). 

Regarding claims 3 1 and 58, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the service output information comprises information derived from an 
on-line analytical processing (OLAP) system(Cox col.l 1 lines 24-56). 

Regarding claims 32 and 59, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the service output information comprises at least one of static text 
messages, dynamic content, blended content, sound clips, music, or advertisements(Cox col. 12 
lines 10-60). 

Regarding claims 33 and 60, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the at least one device comprises a voice-enabled terminal 
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device(Surace col. 16 lines 23-53 or Cox col. 16 lines 26-44). 

Regarding claims 34 and 61, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the at least one device comprises a voice-enabled terminal device, and 
the detected recipient comprises a person(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64). 

Regarding claims 35 and 62, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 34 and 61, wherein the person is queried for validation information(Cox col. 16 lines 26- 
64 and col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 36 and 63, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 35 and 62, wherein the validation information is provided by at least one of voice input, 
or keypad input(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 and col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 37 and 64, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the at least one device comprises a voice-enabled terminal device, and 
the detected recipient comprises a machine(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64). 

Regarding claims 38 and 65, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 37 and 64, wherein the machine comprises at least one of an answering machine, 
facsimile machine, or modem(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64). 

Regarding claims 40 and 67, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the delivery instructions enable the content of the service output 
information to be differentiated according to whether the detected recipient comprises a person 
or a machine(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 and col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 41 and 68, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 40 and 67, wherein the content of the service output information to be provided when the 
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detected recipient comprises a machine is reduced from the content of the service output 
information to be provided when the detected recipient comprises a person(Cox col. 16 lines 26- 
64 and col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 42 and 69, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 40 and 67, wherein the content of the service output information to be provided when the 
detected recipient comprises a machine is a message indicating that service output information 
intended for the at least one subscriber is available(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 and col. 17 lines 12- 
54). 

Regarding claims 43 and 70, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 27 and 54, wherein the communication means comprises a call server for establishing 
communication with the at least one device by initiating a telephone call(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 
and col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 44 and 7 1 , Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 43 and 70, wherein the detection means comprises a detection module, the detection 
module sensing a state of a call pickup sequence of the telephone call(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 and 
col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 45 and 72, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 44 and 71, wherein the state of a call pickup sequence comprises a plurality of possible 
states, and each of the possible states of the call pickup sequence is associated with a detected 
recipient and the delivery instructions for the detected recipient(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 and 
col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 46 and 73, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
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claims 45 and 72, wherein the detection module further comprises a tone detection module, and 
each tone detected by the tone detection module is associated with at least one of the plurality of 
possible states(Cox col. 16 lines 26-64 and col. 17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 47 and 74, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 46 and 73, wherein the tone detection module senses at least one of an answering machine 
tone, a facsimile machine tone, or a modem tone(Cox col.16 lines 26-64 and col.17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 48 and 75, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 47 and 74, wherein the state of the call pickup sequence comprises at least one of receipt 
by a person, receipt by an answering machine, receipt by a facsimile machine, or receipt by a 
modem(Cox col.16 lines 26-64 and col.17 lines 12-54). 

Regarding claims 49 and 76, Surace in view of Cox teaches the system and method of 
claims 45 and 72 further comprising an interface to an authorization database, the authorization 
database storing entries associating each of the plurality of possible states with the corresponding 
detected recipient and the delivery instructions for the detected recipient(Cox col.16 lines 26-64 
and col.17 lines 12-54). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 50, 5 1 , 77, and 78 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim but 
would be allowable if the 112 issues are corrected and if the claims are rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 50, the prior art of record does not expressly disclose, in view of 
preceding features, wherein the association between the plurality of states and corresponding 
detected recipients can be altered by an administrator or a subscriber. 
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Regarding claim 5 1 , the prior art of record does not expressly disclose, in view of 
preceding features, wherein the telephone call is aborted when the state of the call pickup 
sequence does not meet at least a minimum authorization criterion stored in the authorization 
database. 

Regarding claim 77, the prior art of record does not expressly disclose, in view of 
preceding features, wherein the association between the plurality of states and corresponding 
detected recipients can be altered by an administrator or a subscriber. 

Regarding claim 78, the prior art of record does not expressly disclose, in view of 
preceding features, wherein the telephone call is aborted when the state of the call pickup 
sequence does not meet at least a minimum authorization criterion stored in the authorization 
database. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSEPH T. PHAN whose telephone number is (571)272-7544. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-6:30pm EST, off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Joseph T Phan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



